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As an English Department, we     

devote our daily lives trying to turn 

our thoughts into words, or at least 

giving it our best shot. However, I 

believe we can all agree that words 

fail to capture the dedication, joy, 

and undeniable passion of our      

beloved professor and colleague, 

Kim Van Es.  From her loving inten-

tionality in and out of the classroom 

to her persistent efforts behind the 

camera at department parties, Van Es 

never fails to make us smile.  

 

Though she spent a few years as a 

Dordt Defender, both as an under-

grad and a professor, Van Es was 

happily accepted into the Raider 

family when she decided to transition 

from a Northwestern adjunct to work 

full-time in 1997. From that point 

forward, Ms. Van Es has cultivated 

an image as a servant-hearted profes-

sor—one who will go out of her way to make a stu-

dent feel accepted on campus or give a listening ear 

when times are rough. Her passion for serving North-

western students didn’t go unnoticed either. Ms. Van 

Es was awarded the 

first Faculty Inspira-

tional Service 

Award in 2013 for 

going above and 

beyond expectations 

and embodying a strong Christian 

perspective in serving students and 

staff alike on campus.  

 

Van Es’s responsibilities on campus 

have varied over the years, but a 

common thread through all of them 

is her devotion to a whole person, no 

matter who they are. As the English 

Teaching coordinator, she prepared 

her students not only as instructors in 

a classroom, but as bearers of God’s 

light into the world. Mary Schreuder 

‘05 said, “I am forever indebted to 

her grammar class as it taught me so 

much about the love of language and 

the importance of communication. 

Furthermore, her wise guidance and 

mentorship gave me the skills neces-

sary to thrive as a teacher. I want to 

thank her for pouring her life into me 

and into all of her students.”  

 

Chris White ‘09, another English teaching alum,  

expresses the same sort of gratitude: “Ms. Van Es is 

probably the most genuine person I have ever met. 

Even 8 years removed from NWC, she continues to 

show sincere investment in me, my family, and my 

work as a teacher.” As part of Van Es’s troupe of 

English Teaching majors, I have seen her passion   

for language and punctuation come to life in her 

Grammar in the Classroom course. As the campus     

Grammar Guru, Van Es presents the nit-pickiness of 

sentence structure misplaced modifiers 

as an opportunity to better communi-

cate with the world around us. She has 

helped me, and many others, realize 

the connection between our Christian 

mission and grammar. How cool is 

that?  

— Mary Schreuder ’05 

“Thank you for pouring  

your life into me 

and into all of  

your students!” 

Kim with Alum Erin (Brasser) Vande 
Vegte ’16 at an Iowa Council of Teachers 

of English Conference in the fall of 2016. 

Kim giving some personalized instruction  

to students in her 2007 English class. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Words from the Web 

Northwestern College students 

weigh in on ebooks 

NWC students share their crea-

tive and scholarly works at the 

Streamlines Literature and Writ-

ing Conference 

Each spring our senior students 

reflect on highlights of their 

Northwestern College experi-

ence and on what they plan to 

do next. 

Updates on what English depart-

ment alums are doing. 

NWC alumna, Connie 

(Bastemeyer) Albers muses on 

her not-so-straight line to a re-

warding and meaningful career. 

Besides English Teaching, Ms. 

Van Es is one of the First-Year 

Seminar coordinators and profes-

sors, an advisor for many of the 

conditional students on campus, 

and a frequent supporter of multi-

cultural events. In the often com-

plicated but extremely rewarding 

world of FYS, Dr. Fynaardt offered 

some insight to the impact Van Es 

has made on the program: “Her 

FYS colleagues have appreciated 

her curriculum planning and her 

fastidious work with the quotidian 

matters of the course, the food she 

brings to FYSA and the copious 

notes she takes—we’re really, real-

ly going to miss her.”   

 

Ms. Van Es stays incredibly busy 

in her personal life as well, as you 

probably can imagine. Serving as 

the chair of the Sioux County 

Democrats, Van Es has been a 

prominent voice for the party in 

Northwest Iowa. She has organized 

opportunities for community mem-

bers to participate in conversations 

about politics and become more 

educated about how we can better 

serve the people of Sioux County. 

Van Es also uses her down time to 

volunteer at The Bridge in Orange 

City and to use her grammar skills 

in the form of copy editing. In fact, 

she has served as the copy editor 

for 12 books and a few professor 

dissertations with another project 

still in the works. In addition to all 

that, Ms. Van Es runs actual mara-

thons, bakes delicious zucchini 

bread, and travels around the U.S. 

with her husband Jerry to visit 

family and friends. I’m exhausted 

just writing about all of it.  

 

Like I said before, words can’t pos-

sibly describe the impact Kim Van 

Es has had on the campus, the de-

partment, and all of us.  There will 

be an empty office and some large 

shoes to fill (I’m looking at you, 

Chris Nonhof), but as long as we 

continue to serve each other and 

the rest of God’s creation to the 

best of our ability, her legacy will 

live on at NWC. If nothing else, 

there will just be a little less photo-

graphic documentation of it.  

Upper left to right:  An assortment of English faculty and students gather at the Van Es home 
for a word game party; Ms. Van Es’ First-Year Seminar students along with O-Staff leaders do 

community service during the 2016 fall semester orientation; Lower left to right:  Kim with 

dancing partner Lee Stover perform their routine in the 2010 NWC Dancing with the Profs 
competition; While on a Spring 2014 Service Project, Ms. Van Es and then senior literature 

major Emma Westerholm assist alum Nathan Mastbergen in his Opelousas LA classroom; 

Kory McMahan and Ms. Van Es participate in the 2016 I-Club Ethnic Fair. 
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Kim, I cannot imagine a better 

role model for the scores of 

students you have mentored. 

In their classrooms and work-

places, they are benefitting 

from your guidance and ex-

tending your hospitality. 

Thank you, my dear sister, for 

illuminating Granberg, 

Doorenbos, and Kepp Hall 

with your merry diligence. English Professor   

Michael Kensak 

When we moved to town, 

Kim was the first person to 

show up and help unload 

boxes from the trailer to our 

house. She hasn't stopped 

helping me transition. In 

fact, my greatest comfort in 

trying to fill the mas-

sive void she's left is her 

promise to help me do so. I 

am beyond grateful for her 

help, her care, and her 

friendship. 
Education Professor 

Chris Nonhof 

My dominant impression of 

Kim has been her commit-

ment to enabling students to 

bring their lived experiences 

into the classroom.  I believe 

her success as an educator—

particularly concerning her 

work with marginalized and 

underprepared students—is 

largely a result of this com-

mitment, and I am grateful to 

have worked alongside her 

because of it. 

Director of Academic 

Support Tom Truesdell 

Of all the people at Northwestern who impacted my teaching, 

Ms. Van Es is the single most important influence. She taught 

me the two most important things: to have high standards for 

my students and to let them know that I love them.   

 - Ashlee Koedam, Class of 2013 

Kim took her role as teacher and mentor a step farther 

and really got to know me, and even after I left North-

western still shows an interest in my life and career. 

That's just the kind of person Kim is.   
 - Rebecca Wiggins, Class of 2012 

  I think of Kim Van Es as ... 

 an innovative mentor of English Teaching Majors who  

    takes students  to professional conferences and has them  

    read cutting-edge YA novels that I would never have the  

    courage to teach. 

 a generous host who has offered her house to a variety of 

    English Department celebrations. 

 a sounding board and second reader of documents. 

 a grammarian par excellence who has caught my foolish  

    errors on more than one occasion. 

 the colleague most likely to complete the circle of com- 

    munication when I send out an “email from the chair.” 

 a dear friend who is unafraid of honest give-and-take.  

 a most excellent hiking partner. 

English Professor  
Ann Lundberg 

(Continued on page 11) 

Ms. Van Es 

was the rea-

son I became 

an English 

teacher. She 

taught me 

that there is 

no student, no problem too 

big or small, that is unde-

serving of a conversation.  I 

cherish each of those con-

versations - because they 

have shaped my teaching 

and more importantly, my 

faith in God.  

 - Tanya Woodward  
             Class of 2013 

  

The students Kim ad-

vises and mentors leave 

Northwestern, not only 

as desirable, hirable 

teachers, but as people 

with a mission.  Kim 

has had an important 

part in the formation of 

quite a few genuinely 

admirable people who 

have gone on to do 

God’s work well. 
English Professor   

Joel Westerholm 
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Since the 1971 release of the US Declaration of Inde-

pendence online by Project Gutenberg, the mediums and 

trends of publication have changed drastically. Within a 

whirlwind of 46 years of technological advancement, the 

simple ebook has skyrocketed into a multi-billion dollar 

industry. From Voyager Company’s books on CD-ROM 

in the 1980s to the networks developed in 2009 by Sony 

to allow libraries to rent out electronic books, the idea of 

reading off a screen instead of off a page has captivated 

culture’s attention and pocketbook. After Apple’s re-

lease of the iPad in 2010 and its creation of iBooks, 

more than half a million ebooks were sold in one month. 

In 2013, the sale of ebooks comprised about 20% of all 

book sales in the U.S, and, the year before, ebook sales 

made more than the sales of all hardcover books in the 

U.S.  

 

When asked whether they prefer to read print books, 

ebooks, or a combination of both, about 57% of North-

western English majors and minors said they prefer to 

read print books. The other 

43% said they read a com-

bination of both, and none 

favored ebooks over print 

books. Many who favor 

print books enjoy the feel-

ing of holding a book in 

their hands and the abil-

ity to annotate easily. 

Elizabeth Johnston said, 

“Whenever I'm reading 

on a screen I tend to be 

less focused,” and Maria 

Van Zweden commented, “Reading an ebook makes my 

head hurt.” Megan Cummings said, “A good printed 

book is so relaxing to touch, read, and smell.”  

 

On the other hand, those who responded that they read 

both print and ebooks tended to prefer ebooks when 

traveling. Briley Weidner stated, “I like to read both. 

Print books are better, but it isn't always feasible to carry 

around many print books.” Samuel Olson said, “I prefer 

traditional books for their enhanced readability and feel. 

E-books for their accessibility and convenience.” Alt-

hough the campus is divided as to whether print books 

or ebooks are better, the general consensus seems to be 

that print books are more pleasurable to read while 

ebooks tend to be more convenient (and often much 

cheaper). So, although ebooks are becoming increasing-

ly more popular, don’t be too surprised if you see an 

English major sitting in a hammock outside this spring 

with a cup of coffee and a good old-fashioned book.  

Bastram, Michele. “The History of eBooks from 1930’s ‘Readies’ to Today’s GPO eBook services”  govbooktalk.com. March 10, 2014. Web. February 
21, 2017. https://govbooktalk.gpo.gov/2014/03/10/the-history-of-ebooks-from-1930s-readies-to-todays-gpo-ebook-services/ 

“Advantages of Ebook Publishing.” Get-Your-Message-Out.com. Web. February 21, 2017. http://www.get-your-message-out.com/advantages-of-ebook-

publishing.html 
 

Weber, Roxanne. “The Pros and Cons of eBook Downloads” toptenreviews.com April 29, 2010. Web. February 21, 2017. http://www.toptenreviews.com/

services/articles/the-pros-and-cons-of-ebooks/  

Benefits of Publishing Ebooks Disadvantages of Ebooks 

 Traditional publishing has become more difficult.  

 The market for ebooks is growing rapidly. 

 Ebook publishing is fast and easy. 

 Self-publishing an ebook is much cheaper than 

self-publishing a print book. 

 Ebooks are easier to revise than print books. 

 Ebooks are much easier to pirate. 

 Ebooks don’t smell like books. 

 Reading off a screen can create glares which 

make reading more difficult.  

 Many ebooks lack proper formatting or may be 

incompatible with certain reading devices. 

 Print books don’t have to be charged. 

By Jayde Logemann 

https://govbooktalk.gpo.gov/2014/03/10/the-history-of-ebooks-from-1930s-readies-to-todays-gpo-ebook-services/
http://www.get-your-message-out.com/advantages-of-ebook-publishing.html
http://www.get-your-message-out.com/advantages-of-ebook-publishing.html
http://www.toptenreviews.com/services/articles/the-pros-and-cons-of-ebooks/
http://www.toptenreviews.com/services/articles/the-pros-and-cons-of-ebooks/
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I always know I’ve hit a milestone in my 

life when I realize just how small I am. 

(And no, that’s not a short joke.) The last 

time I felt this way was during my senior 

year of high school. You know, one of 

those moments when you’re standing in a 

high place—a big kid on top of the 

world—and then you look down and real-

ize that everyone around, yourself includ-

ed, thinks that they’ve got it all figured out. 

The truth is, they don’t. This realization is a humbling expe-

rience because, despite the fact you know some things, you 

don’t know everything.  

 

Now, four years have flown by, and I’m here on the peak of 

my final semester of college, feeling that same infinitesimal 

reality. I’ve experienced a whirlwind of academia and com-

munity at Northwestern, and I know some really cool stuff, 

but I definitely don’t know everything.  

 

My time at Northwestern is best described as a profound 

maturing process, one for which I am incredibly grateful. I 

thought I was pretty good at writing when I came to college 

(whether that was an accurate appraisal is a different story), 

but the Writing & Rhetoric major has transformed my voice 

into one I am proud to call my own. A lot of the improve-

ments have been practical—learning to be concise, unique, 

and descriptive—but I am most thankful for how the Eng-

lish Department has shaped my ability to approach the 

world thoughtfully. College has taught me how to think well 

and engage in magnanimous conversations with others.  

 

Rhetoric of Persuasion played a huge role in this. In class, I 

learned to evaluate arguments and present my own in a 

humble and thoughtful way. Before Northwestern, I had no 

interest in rhetoric. I shied away from public speaking and 

buried my nose in a book for most of my twelve years of 

public school. I never expected to develop such a deep ap-

preciation for it, but I’ve come to realize how vital good 

rhetoric is to society. After all, everything’s an argument.  

 

Moving forward, I’m not quite sure where I’m headed, but 

I’m hopeful that I will have the opportunity to continue 

crafting words into stories worth telling. Here, I’ve deep-

ened my love for creative nonfiction and nature writing, and 

I’m looking forward to adventures worth writing about.  

Amie Adams 
Writing & Rhetoric, 

Religion 

I am a small 

town girl from 

Maine who 

ventured into 

the Midwest 

for my North-

western experi-

ence. I joined 

the English 

Department in 

2015 and have 

enjoyed every moment since.  
 

Throughout my journey at North-

western I have learned to have confi-

dence in my writing as I strengthen 

my logical reasoning and analyzing 

skills. My favorite part about being in 

English at Northwestern was watch-

ing myself develop as a writer. Be-

fore starting college I was a very aca-

demic writer that solely wrote to an-

swer a topic question given by the 

professor. As the years went by I was 

able to watch myself expand my writ-

ing abilities, even writing fiction 

(something I never thought I’d do!). 

Looking back at my work from my 

freshman year to my senior year is 

astounding and extremely encourag-

ing.  
 

As I graduate this May I look for-

ward to putting those skills to the test 

as I work for the U.S. Homeland  

Security as a Customs and Border 

Protection agent.  

Sierra Young Literature 



7 

Alice Church 
Literature 

I definitely have 

nothing to say about 

myself. 
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Leigh Carson Writing & Rhetoric 

Perhaps the most impressive thing I have learned about during my 

time in the NWC English department is the ability of my fellow 

classmates to create large amounts of adverb jokes in regards to my 

name. “That went perfect-Leigh!” It never gets old. Although I 

suppose it is good vocab practice. In complete honesty, there has 

never been a moment of doubt about my decision to change my 

major to Writing and Rhetoric all those years ago. It’s not been an 

easy path, but you don’t learn as much if the road is already paved 

for you. Because of this, confidence was the best gift I was given 

from the English department – confidence in my writing style, in 

my communication abilities, and in the journey of what it means to 

be a “rhetor” (Lord knows I’m still figuring that one out). Some-

where, from my beginnings in Intro to Rhetorical Studies with 

Sowienski, in between visiting Marie in Van Es’ office on the way 

to the “pick-me-up jar” and accidentally walking in on a Spanish 

class multiple times because I was early, to turning in my last col-

lege essay ever in American Literature with Lundberg, I experienced the joy of find-

ing a calling I hadn’t anticipated: spreading God’s love through the written and spo-

ken word. And, if further down the “life goal’s” road, I do end up a librarian, I look 

forward to imbuing the patrons that visit with that same appreciation. Thanks, all. You 

have blessed 

me richly.  
Whitney Jorgensen English Teaching 

I never intended to be a teacher.  In high school, I always enjoyed my English classes, 

but when I started as a freshman at Northwestern, I was undecided and awkward.  It 

wasn’t until I took Professor Westerholm’s Literary Context class that I realized how 

much I enjoyed reading and literary analysis.  I thought, I might as well make a career 

out of it and become an English Teaching major!  With encouraging teachers like Pro-

fessor Nonhof, Professor Westerholm, and Professor Van Es cheering me on, I was pre-

pared to take on any class and now student teaching. 

 

Although I love the Education department, I know that the English department is my 

home at NWC.  I have loved attending the game nights and bonfires with my favorite 

teachers and classmates and hope I can attend more with my busy schedule as a student 

teacher.  Being an English tutor, a writing tutor, a speech 

judge, and an attendee at conferences like ICTE, NCTE, and 

the Calvin Festival of Faith and Writing have been amazing 

opportunities that have furthered my education and love for 

the arts. 

 

As this year comes to a close, I will finish my semester as a 

student teacher and begin looking for jobs as a full on English 

teacher.  This July I will be getting married to another English 

major (Lucas Fratzke) and we will begin a search for our new 

home and life as we look forward to life after college.  We 

will certainly miss the place that has been our meeting place 

and home for four years, but we also can’t wait for married 
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Carrie Bouwman 
Writing & Rhetoric and Art 

My first semester at Northwestern, I wasn’t tak-

ing any English classes, only art classes and 

Gen Eds because that’s just how my schedule 

worked out. Then the next semester I took a few 

English classes and I knew immediately I made 

the right choice to come here to get a writing 

degree. My fellow English majors and the Eng-

lish professors made me feel welcome. As I 

took more and more classes in the English cor-

ner of campus the more I came to appreciate all 

of the quirks in the English department.  

 

One of my favorite things about English classes 

is that when we get to class, my classmates and 

I start to talk about the readings we had to do 

for that day, and then realize that we should 

wait until class starts, because that’s literally 

what we’re going to talk about in class. I can 

see a change in my writing style since I came to 

school as well. I think it might be a side effect 

of having classes with Dr. Martin, because my 

stories have gradually gotten darker as time 

goes by. Although, this isn’t necessarily a bad 

thing. 

 

I’m not sure what I want to do with my majors, 

so what happens next for me isn’t quite set in 

stone, but I have very loose plans to move to 

China for at least a year. My brother is living 

there right now and is confident he can get me a 

job. I would most likely end up teaching kinder-

garten, and when we have days off my brother 

and I will do some traveling.  

Savannah Sheets 
English Teaching 

I am thrilled to have been a part of the North-

western English Department. They have been a 

second family to me. They taught me to dream 

of bigger things and to strive to fulfill my wild-

est goals. Because of my Northwestern family 

I’ve accepted a job at Modern Knowledge 

School in Bahrain next fall. I will be teaching 

Drama, Speech and Debate, while also directing 

and coaching each. Without Northwestern’s 

English Department, I couldn’t undertake such 

a change. They have prepared me to travel half-

way around the world.  

Northwestern as a whole has changed who I 

am. I had little self-confidence before coming to 

this school and now I feel as though I can con-

quer anything. My professors taught me to have 

faith in myself and to see the value in my own 

unique personality. My book hoarding has been 

encouraged during my years at Northwestern. 

My library has grown by hundreds and it seems 

that whenever I meet up with a professor or fel-

low English student I am carrying a new book 

under my arm. 

  

I am going to miss my Northwestern family, but 

I can’t wait to begin my new journey that they 

have prepared me for. 
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English Teaching 
Danielle Cupp 

English Teaching Kinbrae Bezdicek 

Sharla DeBruin 
 Literature 
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Aleisa Dornbeierer-Schat, (W&R ’07) is 

now the editor of The Dordt College Voice. 

Elise [Wolthuizen] Drenkow   
(Literature Major and W&R 

Minor ’11) is now the Online 

Adult Literacy HSED (High 

School Equivalency Diploma) 

Instructor for Northwest Iowa 

Community College. 

Anna Henke (Literature ’11) works 

as a copywriter for Baker Publishing 

Group, creating ads for the Bethany 

House and Chosen Books divisions. 

She also blogs about books at https://

loveonlit.com/ and can be found on 

Litsy @annahenke (3,600+ followers, 

litfluence: 42,000+). 

Christine Roy (English 

Teaching ’12) has completed 

her Master of Education, 

Teacher Leadership Track, 

through Northwestern College's 

online program. Christine 

teaches high school English at 

Al Raja School in Bahrain. 

Amanda [Karssen] Vazquez (English 

Teaching ’11) recently accepted the position 

as the Director of the Orange City Public Li-

brary. 

One of my best memories of working with Prof. Van Es 

was at the Calvin Festival of Faith and Writing last 

year, going to different sessions and having sidewalk 

discussions about who would be a good author to invite 

to campus for a Deep Song reading. After one of those 

conversation Prof. Van Es emailed Nigerian novel-

ist Chigozie Obioma, who'd we'd both gone to hear in 

Calvin's seminary chapel, and she invited him to cam-

pus this term. And he said yes! It's great to work with a 

colleague like Kim, who's as passionate as I am about 

introducing our students to leading writers from around 

the world. 
English Professor  

Samuel Martin 

 
(Continued from page 3) 
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